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Book of Love Chords: Mastering the Classic Tune on Guitar, Piano, and More

When a song becomes a timeless classic, it’s not just the melody that endures—it’s the chords that give the music

its emotional core. “Book of Love,” the enchanting track by The Magnetic Fields, has captured the hearts of

listeners for decades. Whether you’re a beginner eager to play your first chord progression or an intermediate

player looking to deepen your musical vocabulary, understanding the book of love chords is essential. This guide

will walk you through every nuance of the song’s harmonic structure, provide practical tips for guitar and piano, and

show you how to transform the chords into a personal musical experience.

What Is “Book of Love” and Why It Matters

Released in 1999 on the album 69 Love Songs, “Book of Love” is a lyrical exploration of intimacy, longing, and the

simple act of holding someone close. The song’s gentle piano accompaniment and sparse instrumentation allow

the chord progression to shine, creating a haunting yet hopeful atmosphere. Because of its minimalistic yet

emotionally potent structure, the track has become a favorite for covers, especially on acoustic guitar and piano.

For musicians, “Book of Love” is a perfect case study in how simple chords can convey complex feelings. The

progression is built around a handful of diatonic chords that can be played in multiple positions, making it a great

learning tool for chord inversions, voice leading, and dynamic control.

Key of the Original Recording

The original recording is set in the key of C major. The song’s chord sequence uses the following diatonic chords:

C, Am, F, G, and Em. These chords are all major or minor triads that fit naturally within the key, giving the

progression a sense of resolution and familiarity.

Chord Chart in the Original Key

•  C Major – Root position: C-E-G

•  A Minor – Root position: A-C-E

•  F Major – Root position: F-A-C

•  G Major – Root position: G-B-D

•  E Minor – Root position: E-G-B

Below is the basic chord progression that repeats throughout the song:

1.  C – Am – F – G

2.  C – Am – F – G

3.  Em – Am – F – G

4.  C – Am – F – G

Notice how the progression moves from the tonic (C) to the relative minor (Am), then to the subdominant (F) and

dominant (G), creating a classic I–vi–IV–V motion. The introduction of Em in the third line adds a touch of

melancholy before resolving back to the familiar progression.



Transposing for Guitar and Piano

While C major is comfortable for guitarists using open chords, many players prefer to transpose the song to a key

that suits their vocal range or instrument. Transposing to G major, for example, allows you to use open chords on

guitar and open position voicings on piano.

Transposed Chords in G Major

•  G Major – G-B-D

•  E Minor – E-G-B

•  C Major – C-E-G

•  D Major – D-F#-A

•  B Minor – B-D-F#

The new progression becomes:

1.  G – Em – C – D

2.  G – Em – C – D

3.  Bm – Em – C – D

4.  G – Em – C – D

Feel free to experiment with other keys such as D, A, or E to match your vocal range or instrument. Use a capo on

the guitar or adjust your piano voicings accordingly.

Guitar Techniques for a Smooth Performance

Playing “Book of Love” on guitar can be approached in several ways: strummed rhythm, fingerpicked arpeggios, or

a hybrid of both. Below are detailed techniques for each style.

Strummed Rhythm Version

For a relaxed, acoustic feel, a simple down �stroke rhythm works best. Use the following pattern for each chord:

•  Strumming Pattern: D–D–U–U–D–U (D = downstroke, U = upstroke)

•  Play the pattern twice per chord, giving each chord a steady four �beat pulse.

•  Maintain a gentle dynamic level; the song thrives on subtlety.

Fingerpicked Arpeggio Version

To capture the song’s intimate piano vibe, try a fingerpicked arpeggio. Here’s a simple pattern for the first verse:

1.  Play the root note (e.g., C on the 3rd string) with your thumb.

2.  Follow with the third (E) using your index finger.

3.  Then play the fifth (G) with your middle finger.

4.  Repeat the sequence, adding the bass note on the 6th string for depth.

Use this arpeggio throughout the progression, adjusting the tempo to match the lyrical phrasing.

Chord Voicings and Variations

To add color, experiment with the following voicings:

•  Cmaj7: 0–2–3–2–0–0

•  Am7: 0–0–0–2–1–0

•  Fmaj7: 1–0–2–3–2–1

•  G7: 3–2–0–0–3–3



•  Em7: 0–2–0–0–0–0

These extended chords introduce seventh and major seventh flavors, enriching the harmonic texture without

complicating the playability.

Piano Chord Voicings for an Expressive Sound

On piano, “Book of Love” lends itself to both block chords and broken chord patterns. Below are voicings that

capture the song’s melancholic yet hopeful mood.

Basic Block Chords

•  C Major: C–E–G (root position) or G–C–E (first inversion)

•  A Minor: A–C–E (root) or C–E–A (first inversion)

•  F Major: F–A–C (root) or A–C–F (first inversion)

•  G Major: G–B–D (root) or B–D–G (first inversion)

•  E Minor: E–G–B (root) or G–B–E (first inversion)

Broken Chord (Arpeggio) Pattern

Play each chord in a broken pattern, ascending and descending:

1.  Root – Third – Fifth – Third – Root

2.  Repeat for each chord, aligning the rhythm with the vocal phrasing.

Use a soft touch on the sustain pedal to blend the notes without blurring the harmonies.

Adding Seventh Chords for Depth

For a richer harmonic palette, try these seventh voicings:

•  Cmaj7: C–E–G–B

•  Am7: A–C–E–G

•  Fmaj7: F–A–C–E

•  G7: G–B–D–F

•  Em7: E–G–B–D

These chords add subtle tension that resolves beautifully back to the tonic, echoing the song’s emotional arc.

How to Improvise Over the Book of Love Chords

Once you’re comfortable with the chord progression, you can start exploring melodic improvisation. The key of C

major offers a straightforward scale structure for soloing.

Scale Choices

•  C Major Scale: C–D–E–F–G–A–B–C

•  A Minor Pentatonic: A–C–D–E–G–A

•  F Major Pentatonic: F–G–A–C–D–F

Using the major scale allows you to hit every chord tone naturally. The pentatonic scales are great for creating

melodic hooks that stay within the key.

Chord Tones and Arpeggios

During each chord, emphasize its root, third, and fifth. For instance, while playing C major, focus on the notes C, E,

and G. This approach ensures that your improvisation remains harmonically grounded.



Rhythmic Variation

Vary your rhythmic patterns by incorporating syncopation, rests, and triplets. This keeps the improvisation engaging

and mirrors the song’s lyrical phrasing.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

•  Over �complicating the chords: Stick to the simple triads unless you’re ready for advanced voicings.

•  Ignoring dynamics: The song’s beauty lies in its restraint. Keep volume moderate and use dynamics to 

highlight verses and choruses.

•  Skipping the bass line: The low notes provide a solid foundation; ensure you play them accurately.

•  Forgetting the song’s structure: Practice the chord progression until it becomes second nature before adding 

embellishments.

Practice Routine for Mastery

1.  Warm �up (10 minutes): Finger stretches, chord transitions, and basic arpeggios.

2.  Chord progression (15 minutes): Play the entire song, focusing on clean transitions.
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