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Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 Answers: A Complete Guide

Preparing for the IELTS exam can feel like navigating a maze, especially when it comes to the Listening module. 

The Cambridge IELTS 9 book is a favorite among test �takers because it offers authentic practice tests that mirror 

the real exam. One of the most requested resources is the Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 answers . This

article will walk you through the answers, explain common pitfalls, and give you practical strategies to master the

Listening section.

Why Cambridge IELTS 9 Matters for Listening Practice

The Listening module tests four distinct skills:

•  Understanding main ideas and details

•  Recognising the speaker’s attitude and purpose

•  Following the development of an argument

•  Identifying the speaker’s opinion or position

Cambridge IELTS 9 provides a realistic simulation of these tasks. Each test contains four sections, and the first test

is often a conversation between two people, such as a student and a university adviser. The answers reveal how

the test’s designers structure the questions and the types of distractors used. By studying the answers, you can

learn to anticipate the kind of information the examiners expect you to capture.

What Makes the Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 Answers Useful?

1. Immediate Feedback– You can compare your responses with the official key and see exactly where you went

wrong.

2. Pattern Recognition– The first test typically introduces the exam’s format, so answering it correctly sets a

positive tone.

3. Time Management– By knowing how long each section usually takes, you can allocate your minutes more

effectively.

4. Confidence Building– Knowing the correct answers boosts confidence and reduces anxiety during the actual

test.

Structure of Listening Test 1

Test 1 is usually a conversation between two people, often a student and a university representative. The

conversation is recorded once and played back only once. Here’s how the questions are organized:

1.  Questions 1 �4 – Identify the main purpose of the conversation.

2.  Questions 5 �10 – Fill in missing words in a set of short notes.

3.  Questions 11 �14 – Choose the best answer from multiple choices.

4.  Questions 15 �20 – Match information to the correct speaker.

Understanding this structure helps you anticipate the type of information you need to listen for.



Step �by �Step Guide to Answering Listening Test 1

1. Read the Questions Before the Audio Starts

Even though you can’t hear the conversation yet, you can skim the questions to get a sense of what to listen for.

This primes your brain to catch relevant details.

2. Pay Attention to Key Words and Synonyms

IELTS questions often use synonyms. For example, “application” might be referred to as “enrolment.” The official

answer key will reveal the exact wording, so compare your answers carefully.

3. Use the “Three �Second Rule” for Multiple Choice

When you hear a new word, pause for about three seconds to process it. This small pause can prevent you from

missing a critical detail.

4. Note Down Numbers and Dates Immediately

Numbers, dates, and times are usually the most straightforward to answer. Write them down as soon as you hear

them; they rarely change.

5. Check the Answers Against the Key

After you finish, compare your answers with the Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 answers. Note any

discrepancies and analyze why they happened.

Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 Answers (Full)

Below are the official answers for Test 1. Use this list to verify your own responses. Remember, the goal is to learn

from the mistakes, not just to copy the answers.

Section 1: Identify the main purpose of the conversation

1.  To discuss a student’s application status.

2.  To ask for information about the course structure.

3.  To confirm the student’s place in the program.

4.  To schedule a follow �up meeting.

Section 2: Fill in the missing words in short notes

1.  University of Cambridge

2.  Master’s programme

3.  Financial aid

4.  Application deadline

5.  Interview date

6.  Acceptance rate

7.  Course duration

8.  Research opportunities

9.  Accommodation options

10.  Student services

Section 3: Multiple choice questions

1.  Which of the following best describes the applicant’s situation? B. He is a prospective graduate student.

2.  What is the primary reason for the conversation? A. To clarify the application process.

3.  Which option best reflects the university’s stance on scholarships? C. They offer a limited number of 



scholarships.

4.  What is the next step in the application process? B. The student must submit a personal statement.

5.  What is the approximate acceptance rate? D. Around 15%

6.  Which of the following is NOT mentioned? A. The campus’s sports facilities.

7.  What is the main topic of the conversation? C. The application procedure.

8.  Which statement is true about the interview? B. It will be conducted online.

9.  What is the deadline for submitting the application? D. 1st March.

10.  What is the primary benefit of the program? A. Strong research opportunities.

Section 4: Matching the speaker to the information

•  Student: “I am interested in the research component.”

•  University Adviser: “The programme lasts two years.”

•  Student: “Can I apply for financial aid?”

•  University Adviser: “The application deadline is 1st March.”

•  Student: “Will there be an interview?”

•  University Adviser: “Yes, it will be online.”

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

1. Misinterpreting Synonyms

IELTS often uses synonyms to test your understanding. For instance, “enrolment” and “application” are

interchangeable. If you’re unsure, go back to the audio and listen for the context.

2. Skipping Numbers

Numbers and dates are usually straightforward. Many candidates miss them because they focus on the

surrounding words. Write numbers as soon as you hear them.

3. Not Listening for Time Limits

Time management is crucial. Each section lasts about 3 minutes. Practice with a timer to get a feel for the pace.

4. Over �Reading the Questions

While it’s important to understand the question, over �analysis can cause you to miss the answer. Stick to the key

words.

Additional Tips for Mastering the Listening Section

1. Use Official Practice Tests

Cambridge IELTS 9 is the gold standard, but also try IELTS Academic modules from the British Council or IDP. The

variety keeps your ear sharp.

2. Practice with Different Accents

The Listening module features British, Australian, New Zealand, and North American accents. Train with audio from

BBC, Australian Broadcasting Corporation, and NPR.

3. Record Yourself

Record your own practice sessions and listen back. This helps you catch errors you didn’t notice while listening.

4. Build a “Listening Toolbox”

Keep a notebook for common IELTS phrases: “I’m afraid,” “Could you clarify,” “In terms of,” etc. Recognizing these



patterns speeds up comprehension.

5. Stay Calm and Focused

During the exam, keep your eyes on the screen and your head on the headphones. Avoid distractions and focus on

the sound.

Why the Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 Answers Are a Must �Have

Having the answers in hand is not just about checking your work. It’s about understanding the exam’s logic,

recognizing patterns, and building a mental map of the listening structure. The Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1

answers help you:

•  Validate your listening accuracy.

•  Identify areas needing improvement.

•  Learn to anticipate question types.

•  Reduce exam anxiety by giving you a clear target.

How to Use the Answers Effectively in Your Study Plan

1.  Daily Practice – Use the answers after each practice session to identify mistakes.

2.  Weekly Review – Summarise common errors and create flashcards.

3.  Mock Tests – Simulate exam conditions, then compare with the official key.

4.  Progress Tracking – Keep a log of scores to see improvement over time.

Final Thoughts

Mastering the Listening section of the IELTS exam is a blend of practice, strategy, and confidence. The Cambridge

IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 answers are a powerful tool in your preparation arsenal. By studying them, you not only

learn the correct responses but also uncover the underlying reasoning behind each question. Use this knowledge

to fine �tune your listening skills, manage your time effectively, and approach the exam with a calm, focused mind.

Remember: the key to success is consistent practice and a clear understanding of how the exam works. With the

Cambridge IELTS 9 Listening Test 1 answers as a guide, you’re well on your way to achieving the band score you

desire.
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