GENERAL

how to draw finding nemo characters

Published: September 3, 2026 | Index ID: #-

Introduction

There’s something irresistibly charming about the bright, bubbly world beneath the waves that Disney Pixar
introduced in Finding Nemo. Whether you're a budding illustrator, a teacher looking for a classroom activity, or
simply a fan who wants to bring your favorite characters to life on paper, learning how to draw Finding Nemo
characters is a rewarding endeavor. In this guide, we’'ll walk you through the fundamentals of fish anatomy, break
down the unique features of each beloved character, and give you a step by step process for creating your own
vibrant, recognizable renditions. By the end, you'll have the confidence to sketch, color, and even personalize the
underwater cast in your own style.

Why Drawing Finding Nemo Characters Is Fun and Educational

Drawing characters from a movie you love taps into both imagination and skill. When you focus on a familiar face—
like the orange clownfish Nemo or the forgetful blue tang Dory—you’re engaging your memory and observation
skills simultaneously. This practice helps:

e Improve fine motor control as you manipulate pencils and pens.

* Enhance visual memory by recalling the shapes and colors of each character.

e Encourage creativity when you experiment with poses, expressions, and color palettes.

< Build confidence as you see tangible progress from simple sketches to polished illustrations.

Essential Tools and Materials for Drawing Finding Nemo Characters

Before you dive into the ocean of creativity, gather the right supplies. Having a consistent set of tools makes the
process smoother and helps you achieve better results.

e Sketchbook or heavy weight paper — A smooth surface is ideal for pencils and pens.

e Pencils (HB, 2B, 4B) — Use HB for light lines, 2B for darker shading, and 4B for deep shadows.
¢ Mechanical pencil (0.5mm or 0.7mm) — Provides precise lines for fine details.

e Ergonomic eraser (kneaded or vinyl) — For gentle corrections.

e Fine point pens (0.3mm or 0.5mm) or markers — Ideal for outlining and adding color.

e Color pencils, watercolor pencils, or watercolors — Choose based on your preferred medium.

¢ Blending stump or cotton swab — For smooth shading.

Understanding the Basic Anatomy of Finding Nemo Characters

1.The Classic Fish Shapes

Most Finding Nemo characters share a few key anatomical traits: a rounded body, a slightly pointed snout, a dorsal
fin, a tail fin, and one or more pectoral fins. The overall silhouette is streamlined, but each species adds its own
quirks. For example, the clownfish’s body is more elongated, while the blue tang has a more angular profile.
Recognizing these base shapes will help you keep proportions consistent across characters.

2. Key Facial Features of Each Character

Every character in the film has distinct facial cues that make them instantly recognizable. Here’s a quick reference:



e Nemo — Small, round eyes, a wide smile, and a subtle blush on the cheeks.

* Marlin — Larger, slightly squinted eyes, a gentle frown, and a thicker, more muscular body.

e Dory — Big, expressive eyes, a slightly crooked smile, and a more rounded, less streamlined shape.
Gill — Small, sharp eyes, a grumpy expression, and a darker, more angular body.

When you sketch these features early on, you'll maintain the character’s personality throughout the drawing
process.

Step by Step Guide to Drawing Nemo

1. Sketch the basic shape — Start with an oval for the body and a small circle for the head. Lightly connect them
with a curved line to indicate the belly.

2. Add the fins — Draw a small dorsal fin on the upper side and a tail fin that tapers to a point. Place the pectoral
fins near the middle of the body, slightly angled outward.

3. Define the head — Refine the snout into a gentle curve and add a small, rounded eye. Position the eye
slightly off center to give a friendly look.

4. Outline the smile — Create a curved line for the mouth, extending it a bit beyond the eye line to show a
cheerful grin.

5. Detail the body — Add a faint line along the belly to separate the front and back halves. Insert subtle shading
lines to suggest muscle tone.

6. Refine the fins — Smooth the edges of the dorsal, pectoral, and tail fins. Add a few feathered lines to indicate
fin texture.

7. Erase construction lines — Clean up any overlapping lines that aren’t part of the final silhouette.

8. Ink the drawing — Trace over the final lines with a fine point pen, varying line weight to emphasize depth.

9. Add color — Use bright orange for the body, white for the belly, and subtle yellow for the fins. Shade with light
gray or blue to create shadows.

10. Finish with highlights — Add a small white dot on the eye and a subtle highlight on the fins to give a lively,
wet look.

Step by Step Guide to Drawing Marlin

1. Begin with the body shape — Sketch a slightly elongated oval for Marlin’s body. He’s thicker than Nemo, so
keep the sides more rounded.

2. Add the head and snout — Create a gentle snout with a subtle curve. Place the eye closer to the top of the
head, giving Marlin a more serious expression.

3. Insert the fins — Draw a larger dorsal fin with a slightly taller peak than Nemo’s. Position the tail fin as a more
angular shape.

4. Define the eyes and mouth — Marlin’s eyes are slightly smaller and more focused. Sketch a subtle, almost
worried smile.

5. Detail the body — Add a faint line along the belly and a subtle curve for the tail. Indicate the body’s slight
taper toward the tail.

6. Finish the outline — Clean up any extra lines, ensuring Marlin’s silhouette remains strong and clear.

7. Ink and color — Use a darker orange for the body, with lighter orange on the belly. Add subtle gray shading for
depth.

8. Highlight and texture — Add a small highlight on the eye and a few light strokes on the fins to suggest water
movement.

Step by Step Guide to Drawing Dory



1. Start with a rounded body — Dory’s shape is more rounded than Marlin’s. Sketch a broad oval with a slightly
flattened belly.

2. Add the head and large eyes — Position the eyes high on the head and make them large and expressive.
Dory’s eyes are a defining feature.

3. Draw the fins — Dory’s dorsal fin is a bit more elongated, and the pectoral fins are wide and fan shaped.

4. Outline the tail — Create a tail fin that's slightly shorter and more rounded.

5. Define the mouth — Sketch a small, slightly crooked smile to capture her playful personality.

6. Detail the body — Add a faint line along the belly and a subtle curve on the tail to suggest movement.

7. Ink and color — Use a vibrant blue for the body and a lighter blue or teal for the belly. Add a subtle gray or
purple hue to the dorsal fin.

8. Highlight and texture — Place a small white highlight on each eye and add a few fine lines on the fins to
create a textured feel.

Other Finding Nemo Characters: How to Draw Them

4. The Reef Sharks

Reef sharks have a sleek, streamlined body and a slightly elongated snout. When drawing them:

 Start with a long, narrow oval for the body.

e Add a sharp, pointed snout.

e Sketch a single dorsal fin that's almost invisible when viewed from the side.
¢ Include a small, triangular tail fin.

e Use a dark gray or charcoal color with subtle blue highlights.

5.The Coral and Reef Creatures

Coral reefs provide a vibrant backdrop for the fish. To sketch them:

e Draw irregular, branching shapes for coral spines.

¢ Use a palette of bright colors—pinks, purples, and oranges.

¢ Add small sea creatures like crabs or shrimp in the background.
e Use a stippling or cross hatching technique to suggest texture.

Tips for Adding Color and Texture

Coloring brings your drawings to life and makes them feel authentic to the film's aesthetic. Here are some
techniques:

e Layering — Start with a base color, then add lighter highlights and darker shadows in subsequent layers.

* Watercolor washes — For a soft, translucent effect, use light washes of blue or green over the body.

¢ Dry brushing — Use a dry brush to add subtle texture to fins and scales.

¢ Blending — Blend colors with a cotton swab or blending stump to create smooth gradients.

Spot highlights — Add a small white dot on the eye and a slight shine on the body to mimic water reflection.

Common Mistakes and How to Fix Them

e Over drawing lines — Use a light touch when sketching; you can always darken lines later.
« Ignoring proportions — Keep a ruler or reference image handy to maintain accurate body ratios.
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