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How to Make Google Chrome Your Default Browser: A Step �by �Step Guide

In the digital age, the web browser you use every day can shape how quickly you access information, how

smoothly you run web �based apps, and how well your computer protects your privacy. If you’re looking for a fast,

secure, and feature �rich browsing experience, Google Chrome is a popular choice. But simply installing Chrome

doesn’t automatically make it the default. This guide walks you through the process of setting Chrome as your

default browser on Windows, macOS, Linux, Android, and iOS devices. Whether you’re a casual user, a power

user, or a business administrator, you’ll find clear instructions, helpful tips, and troubleshooting advice to ensure

Chrome becomes your go �to web gateway.

Why You Might Want Chrome as Your Default Browser

Google Chrome offers a range of benefits that make it a compelling default choice:

•  Speed and Performance – Chrome’s V8 JavaScript engine and efficient rendering pipeline deliver fast page 

loads.

•  Security Features – Regular updates, sandboxing, phishing protection, and safe browsing help keep you safe 

online.

•  Extensibility – A vast library of extensions lets you tailor the browser to your workflow.

•  Sync Across Devices – Your bookmarks, passwords, and history stay consistent across phones, tablets, and 

desktops.

•  Developer Tools – Built �in dev tools are invaluable for web developers and designers.

Once Chrome is your default, clicking any link—whether from an email, a document, or a messaging app—will

automatically open in Chrome, streamlining your browsing experience.

Setting Chrome as Default on Windows 10 &amp; Windows 11

Step 1: Install or Update Chrome

Download the latest installer from Google’s official site. If you already have Chrome, make sure it’s updated to the 

latest version by clicking the three �dot menu in the upper right, selecting Help, then About Google Chrome. 

Updates install automatically, but you can also click Update Chrome manually.

Step 2: Open Settings

Press Win /+ /I to open the Settings app. Alternatively, click the Start menu and select Settings (gear icon).

Step 3: Navigate to Default Apps

In the Settings window, click Apps, then select Default apps from the left �hand menu.

Step 4: Change the Web Browser Default

•  Scroll down to the Web browser section.

•  Click the current default (usually Microsoft Edge). A list of installed browsers will appear.

•  Choose Google Chrome from the list. A confirmation dialog will pop up; click Switch anyway if prompted.



Step 5: Verify the Change

Open an email or a document containing a link and click it. If Chrome opens, the task is complete. If it still opens in

another browser, repeat the steps above or check for conflicting default settings in other applications.

Setting Chrome as Default on macOS (Ventura, Monterey, Big Sur, etc.)

Step 1: Install or Update Chrome

Download the latest .dmg file from Google’s website. Drag the Chrome icon into the Applications folder. If you 

already have Chrome, open it and go to Chrome > About Google Chrome to ensure it’s up to date.

Step 2: Open System Settings (or System Preferences in older macOS)

Click the Apple menu in the top �left corner and select System Settings (or System Preferencesif you’re on

macOS Monterey or earlier).

Step 3: Go to Default Web Browser

•  In System Settings, click General from the sidebar, then scroll to the Default web browser section.

•  Click the current default browser’s icon. A drop �down menu will list all installed browsers.

•  Select Google Chrome.

Step 4: Confirm and Test

Open a link from an email or a Finder window to confirm that Chrome launches. If it doesn’t, double �check that

Chrome is properly installed in the Applications folder.

Setting Chrome as Default on Linux Distributions

The process varies slightly depending on your desktop environment (GNOME, KDE, XFCE, etc.). Below are

common methods for popular distributions.

Method 1: Using the Desktop Environment Settings

•  GNOME (Ubuntu, Fedora, etc.) – Open Settings > Details > Default Applications. Click the web browser 

selector and choose Google Chrome.

•  KDE Plasma (Kubuntu, openSUSE, etc.) – Open System Settings > Applications > Default Applications. 

Under Web Browser, select Google Chrome.

•  XFCE (Xubuntu, Manjaro XFCE, etc.) – Go to Settings Manager > Preferred Applications > Internet. Pick 

Google Chrome from the dropdown.

Method 2: Using the Terminal

For advanced users, you can set Chrome as the default browser by modifying MIME type associations.

1.  Open a terminal.

2.  Run the following command to set Chrome as the default handler for HTTP and HTTPS URLs:

xdg-settings set default-web-browser google-chrome.desktop

•  If the command returns an error, ensure that google-chrome.desktop exists in /usr/share/applications/ or 

~/.local/share/applications/. If it’s named differently, replace the filename accordingly.

After executing, test by opening a link from any application.

Setting Chrome as Default on Android Devices



Android allows you to set a default browser for all web links. Here’s how to make Chrome the default on most

devices.

Step 1: Install or Update Chrome

Open the Google Play Store, search for Google Chrome, and tap Install or Update if an update is available.

Step 2: Open Device Settings

Swipe down from the top of the screen to access the notification shade, tap the gear icon to open Settings.

Step 3: Access Apps &amp; Notifications

•  Tap Apps &amp; notifications (or just Apps on some devices).

•  Select Default apps or Advanced > Default apps depending on your Android version.

Step 4: Set Chrome as the Browser

•  Under Browser app, tap the current default (often the stock browser).

•  Choose Google Chrome from the list.

•  If Chrome isn’t listed, make sure it’s installed and open at least once.

Step 5: Confirm the Change

Open a link from an email or messaging app. It should now launch in Chrome. If it still opens elsewhere, you may

need to clear default app settings for the previous browser first.

Setting Chrome as Default on iOS Devices

Apple’s iOS allows users to set a default web browser. Starting with iOS 14, this feature is available, and Chrome

can be chosen as the default.

Step 1: Install or Update Chrome

Open the App Store, search for Google Chrome, and tap Get or Update.

Step 2: Open Settings

Tap the Settings icon on your home screen.

Step 3: Find Chrome in the App List

•  Scroll down until you locate Chrome in the list of installed apps.

•  Tap Chrome to open its settings.

Step 4: Set as Default Browser

Tap Default Browser App and select Chrome from the options.

Step 5: Test the Default Setting

Open a link from an email or a third �party app. It should open in Chrome. If it doesn’t, double �check that you selected

Chrome in the settings.

Common Issues &amp; Troubleshooting Tips

Chrome Doesn’t Appear in the Browser List

•  Ensure Chrome is fully installed and opened at least once.

•  On Windows, verify that the installation directory is C:\Program Files\Google\Chrome\Application and that the 

chrome.exe file exists.



•  On macOS, confirm Chrome resides in the /Applications folder.

•  On Linux, check that the google-chrome.desktop file is present in /usr/share/applications/ or ~/.local/share/

applications/.

Links Still Open in Another Browser

•  Some applications cache their default browser setting. Restart the app after changing the default.

•  On Windows, check the Default Apps list again; sometimes the setting reverts due to policy or updates.

•  On Android, clear defaults for the previous browser: Settings > Apps > Previous Browser > Open by default > 

Clear defaults.

Chrome Doesn’t Update Automatically

•  Open Chrome, go to Help > About Google Chrome, and click Update Chrome if available.

•  On Windows, ensure you have administrative rights and that the system is not in offline mode.

•  On macOS, disable “Automatically keep my Mac up to date” temporarily if you prefer manual updates.

Why Chrome Remains the Default After Updates or Reboots

Google Chrome’s installer is designed to maintain its default status across system updates and reboots. However,

certain system policies—especially in corporate environments—might override your choice. If you’re in a managed

IT setting, consult your system administrator to ensure Chrome can remain the default.

Advanced Customization: Using Chrome Flags and Policies

For power users and system administrators, Chrome offers a set of hidden features known as flags and enterprise 

policies that can influence default browser behavior.

Chrome Flags for Default Browser Behavior
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