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How to Train a Great Dane: A Complete Guide

Great Danes are the gentle giants of the canine world. Their towering height, friendly temperament, and

affectionate nature make them beloved family companions. However, their size and unique needs can pose

challenges for first �time owners. This guide will walk you through every step of training a Great Dane—from basic

obedience and housebreaking to advanced tricks and behavior management—so you can enjoy a harmonious life

with your massive best friend.

Why Training a Great Dane Is Essential

Great Danes are intelligent, eager to please, and highly responsive to positive reinforcement. Yet their sheer size

means that a small misstep can result in big consequences. Proper training ensures:

•  Safe interactions with children and other pets.

•  Reduced risk of injury during play or everyday activities.

•  Better social integration at the park, vet visits, and public spaces.

•  Longer, healthier lives through mental stimulation and physical exercise.

Investing time in training now pays off with a well �behaved, confident Great Dane that brings joy to your home for

years.

Getting Started: The Foundation of Great Dane Training

1. Choose the Right Training Method

Great Danes respond best to humane, reward �based training. Avoid harsh punishments or shock collars, which can

cause fear and anxiety. Instead, use:

•  Positive reinforcement—treats, praise, and play.

•  Consistent cues—short, clear commands such as “sit,” “stay,” or “come.”

•  Gradual progression—start with simple tasks before moving to complex ones.

2. Gather the Right Tools

Having the proper equipment makes training smoother:

•  Leash (4–6 feet) and harness—great Danes can pull hard, so a harness distributes pressure.

•  High �value treats—soft, bite �size pieces of chicken, cheese, or commercial training treats.

•  Clicker—if you prefer clicker training, a small, inexpensive device works well.

•  Training book or app—keep a log of sessions to track progress.

3. Create a Calm Training Environment

Training sessions should be distraction �free. Choose a quiet corner, a backyard, or a low �traffic park. Keep sessions

short—10 to 15 minutes—especially for puppies, to maintain focus and prevent fatigue.

Housebreaking Your Great Dane



1. Understand Their Bathroom Needs

Great Danes have large bladders but also require frequent breaks. A good rule of thumb is to let them out:

•  Immediately after waking up.

•  After meals or treats.

•  During or after play sessions.

•  Every 2–3 hours during the day.

2. Establish a Routine

Consistent timing helps your dog learn when to expect bathroom breaks. Use a verbal cue like “outside” or “potty”

each time you take them out. When they finish, reward them with a treat and praise.

3. Use a Crate Wisely

Crate training can aid housebreaking. Great Danes need a crate that is large enough for them to stand, turn, and

lie down comfortably. Avoid making the crate a punishment area. Use it as a safe space and only for short periods—

no more than 4–6 hours at a time.

4. Clean Accidents Thoroughly

Use enzymatic cleaners to eliminate odors that might tempt your dog to repeat the spot. Thorough cleaning

prevents the development of a habit and reinforces the idea that indoor accidents are unacceptable.

Basic Obedience Training

1. The “Sit” Command

“Sit” is a foundational command that helps control your dog in many situations.

1.  Hold a treat in front of your dog’s nose.

2.  Move your hand up, allowing their head to follow the treat, causing their bottom to lower.

3.  Say “sit” as they sit, then give the treat and praise.

4.  Repeat until the dog consistently sits on cue.

2. The “Stay” Command

“Stay” is essential for safety, especially given a Great Dane’s size.

1.  Ask your dog to sit.

2.  Open your palm toward them, saying “stay.”

3.  Take a step back. If they stay, reward. If they move, gently guide them back to the original spot and try again.

4.  Gradually increase distance and duration.

3. The “Come” Command

Recall training is vital for a Great Dane’s safety.

1.  Use a long leash or a safe, open area.

2.  Say “come” excitedly, using a friendly tone.

3.  When they approach, reward with a treat and affection.

4.  Practice in various environments to reinforce recall.

4. Leash Training

Great Danes can pull hard due to their strength. Use a harness and practice walking calmly.

•  Start indoors or in a quiet hallway.



•  Encourage your dog to walk beside you.

•  When they pull, stop walking and wait until they return to your side before continuing.

•  Reward them for walking politely.

Socialization: Building a Well �Rounded Great Dane

1. Early Exposure

Expose your puppy to a variety of sights, sounds, and people between 8 and 16 weeks old. This reduces fear and

builds confidence.

2. Structured Socialization Sessions

Schedule short, positive interactions:

•  Meet other dogs of different sizes and temperaments.

•  Invite family members and friends to interact.

•  Take walks in parks, neighborhoods, and pet stores.

3. Positive Reinforcement During Socialization

Reward calm behavior with treats and praise. Avoid forcing interactions—let the dog lead at their own pace.

Exercise and Physical Development

1. Daily Activity Requirements

Great Danes need moderate exercise to maintain muscle tone and mental health.

•  Two 20–30 minute walks per day.

•  Short play sessions—fetch, tug, or gentle running.

•  Structured training sessions that incorporate movement.

2. Avoid Over �Exertion

Because of their large joints and growing skeleton, too much exercise can damage growth plates. Keep intensity

moderate and monitor for signs of fatigue or soreness.

3. Indoor Activities

On hot or rainy days, consider indoor games:

•  Hide �and �seek with treats.

•  Puzzle toys that release food.

•  Training drills that require focus.

Advanced Training: Beyond Basic Commands

1. Trick Training

Teaching tricks like “roll over,” “play dead,” or “high five” keeps your dog mentally stimulated.

1.  Start with a simple command, such as “sit.”

2.  Use a treat to guide them into the desired position.

3.  Reward immediately and add the verbal cue.

4.  Practice until the trick is performed reliably.

2. Agility and Obedience Classes



Enroll in a local dog �training class or agility program. These classes provide structure and social interaction while

refining obedience skills.

3. Service and Therapy Training

Great Danes are often used as therapy dogs due to their calm demeanor. Training for these roles includes:

•  Advanced obedience and recall.

•  Desensitization to medical equipment.

•  Calm behavior around strangers.

Common Behavioral Issues and How to Address Them

1. Excessive Barking

Address the cause—boredom, fear, or territorial instinct. Provide mental stimulation, consistent training, and

positive reinforcement when they remain quiet.

2. Jumping Up

Teach the “sit” command before greeting guests. Reward the dog for sitting and ignore any jumping behavior.

3. Aggression Toward Other Dogs

Early socialization and controlled introductions can prevent aggression. If aggression occurs, consult a professional

trainer or behaviorist.

4. Separation Anxiety

Gradually accustom your Great Dane to alone time. Provide puzzle toys, a safe space, and a consistent departure

routine to reduce anxiety.

Nutrition and Health: Supporting Training Success

1. Balanced Diet

Feed high �quality dog food suitable for large breeds. Follow the feeding guidelines on the label or consult your

veterinarian.

2. Regular Veterinary Care

Routine check �ups, vaccinations, and dental care keep your dog healthy and ready for training.

3. Supplements

Large breeds may benefit from joint supplements (glucosamine, chondroitin) and omega �3 fatty acids for skin and

coat health.

Training Resources and Tools

•  Books: “The Great Dane: A Complete Guide” and “Training the Gentle Giant”.

•  Online Courses: Dog Training Academy offers modules tailored for large breeds.

•  Apps: “Puppy Training” and “Dog Trainer” provide step �by �step guides.

•  Local Trainers: Search for certified trainers in your area with experience in large breeds.

Conclusion

Training a Great Dane is a rewarding journey that blends patience, consistency, and positive reinforcement. By



laying a solid foundation—housebreaking, basic obedience, and socialization—you set the stage for a healthy,

well �behaved companion. Remember to adapt training to your dog’s pace, celebrate small victories, and seek

professional help when needed. With dedication, your gentle giant will grow into a confident, obedient partner who

brings joy and comfort to your home for years to come.
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