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How to Train a Yorkie Poo: A Complete Guide for New Owners

Yorkie Poos—those adorable, hypoallergenic hybrids of the Yorkshire Terrier and the Poodle—have taken the pet 

world by storm. Their curly coats, friendly personalities, and low shedding make them a popular choice for families 

and individuals alike. Yet, like any dog, they need proper training to become well �adjusted, obedient companions. 

This guide will walk you through everything you need to know about how to train a Yorkie Poo , from basic

obedience and house �breaking to advanced tricks and socialization. Whether you’re a first �time owner or looking to

refine your pup’s skills, the information below will help you create a strong, healthy bond with your little friend.

Why Yorkie Poos Require Dedicated Training

Yorkie Poos inherit traits from both parent breeds. The Yorkshire Terrier brings a spirited, sometimes stubborn

streak, while the Poodle contributes intelligence and a natural desire to please. Because of this mix, they can be

quick learners but also prone to over �excitement or fearfulness if not properly guided. Training helps channel their

energy, reduces unwanted behaviors, and strengthens the human �dog connection. A well �trained Yorkie Poo is safer,

more comfortable around strangers, and less likely to develop separation anxiety or destructive habits.

Getting Started: Setting the Stage for Success

Before you dive into commands, establish a few foundational elements that will make training smoother:

1.  Choose a Quiet Training Spot – Pick a corner of your home with minimal distractions. This will be the place 

where you first teach basic commands.

2.  Gather the Right Tools – Small, high �value treats (like mini cheese or chicken bits), a clicker (if you use clicker 

training), a short leash, and a comfortable harness.

3.  Keep Sessions Short and Positive – Yorkie Poos have short attention spans. Aim for 5–10 minute sessions, 

2–3 times a day.

4.  Be Consistent – Use the same commands and hand signals every time. Consistency prevents confusion.

With these basics in place, you’re ready to tackle the first steps of training.

House �Breaking: Making Your Yorkie Poo a Clean Companion

House �breaking is the first milestone. The key is to create a routine that your pup can predict.

•  Schedule Regular Potty Breaks – Take your Yorkie Poo out after meals, naps, and playtime. Puppies typically 

need to relieve themselves every 1–2 hours.

•  Use a Designated Bathroom Spot – Consistently use the same spot outside. The scent will cue your pup to go 

there.

•  Reward Immediately – When they finish, give a treat and enthusiastic praise. The immediate reward 

reinforces the correct behavior.

•  Watch for Signs – Sniffing, circling, or whining are cues that your dog needs to go. Promptly take them outside.

•  Clean Accidents Thoroughly – Use enzymatic cleaners to remove odor. This prevents repeat accidents in the 

same spot.

Consistency and patience will pay off. Most Yorkie Poos can be fully house �broken within 4–6 weeks.



Basic Obedience: Building a Strong Foundation

Teaching basic commands is essential for safety and good manners. Start with the most fundamental words: sit, 

stay, come, down, and leave it.

1.  Hold a treat near your pup’s nose.

2.  Move your hand upward; the natural response is for the dog to sit.

3.  Say “sit” as they lower their rear.

4.  Give the treat and praise.

Repeat until the command is performed reliably. Keep training sessions short to avoid frustration.

1.  Ask your pup to sit.

2.  Open your palm toward them, saying “stay.”

3.  Step back 3–5 feet; if they stay, reward.

4.  Gradually increase distance and duration.

1.  Put a leash on your pup.

2.  Say “come” in an excited tone while gently pulling the leash.

3.  When they come to you, reward immediately.

4.  Practice in a safe, fenced area before trying outdoors.

1.  Ask for a sit first.

2.  Hold a treat at your pup’s nose, then slide it toward the floor.

3.  When they lie down, give the treat and praise.

4.  Repeat until the action is consistent.

1.  Hold a treat in your closed fist.

2.  Show the fist, say “leave it,” and let them sniff but not touch.

3.  When they refrain, reward with a different treat.

4.  Practice with items of varying interest.

Once these basics are mastered, move on to more advanced training and real �world scenarios.

Socialization: Helping Your Yorkie Poo Thrive

Yorkie Poos are naturally curious but can become wary of strangers or unfamiliar environments. Early socialization

reduces the risk of fear �based aggression or anxiety.

•  Expose to Different People – Invite friends of various ages, genders, and sizes to interact with your pup.

•  Introduce Other Animals – Supervised visits to other dogs, cats, or even small animals help them learn 

appropriate behavior.

•  Vary Environments – Take them to parks, pet stores, and quiet streets. Each new setting offers new stimuli.

•  Use Positive Reinforcement – Reward calm behavior during new experiences.

•  Watch for Stress Signals – Tail tucked, ears flattened, or frantic barking indicates discomfort. Gently remove 

them from the situation.

Regular socialization sessions throughout their first year will result in a confident, well �adjusted Yorkie Poo.

Advanced Training: Tricks, Agility, and Mental Stimulation

Once basic obedience is solid, you can start teaching fun tricks or engaging in agility courses. This not only

strengthens obedience but also provides mental and physical outlets.

1.  “Roll Over” – Start with a sit, then use a treat to guide the pup onto its side. Reward after a full roll.

2.  “Shake Hands” – While the dog is sitting, ask them to lift their paw. Offer a treat and praise.



3.  “Speak” – Use a cue word when the dog barks. Reward for the bark, then teach to stop on command.

4.  “High Five” – After the paw lift, ask for a high five. Reward the gesture.

Yorkie Poos are small but agile. Simple obstacle setups can help them stay fit:

•  Low jumps – Use a broomstick balanced on books.

•  Weave poles – Place two sticks a few feet apart and guide the dog through.

•  Tunnel – A collapsible tunnel or a cardboard box with open ends.

Start slowly, keep sessions fun, and reward progress.

Intellectually stimulating tasks help prevent boredom and destructive behavior:

•  Food puzzles – Hide treats in a muffin tin covered with tennis balls.

•  Interactive toys – Toys that require problem solving to release a treat.

•  Training games – “Find it” or “Which hand” games to sharpen scent tracking.

Mix these activities into daily routines to keep your Yorkie Poo mentally sharp.

Common Training Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Every dog owner faces obstacles. Below are frequent issues and proven solutions.

Yorkie Poos love to greet, but jumping can be problematic.

•  Teach the “sit” command before greeting.

•  Ignore the dog until they sit.

•  Reward them for calm greetings.

Barking may stem from boredom, fear, or attention seeking.

•  Ensure they receive enough exercise.

•  Use the “quiet” command: say “quiet” when they bark, then reward when they stop.

•  Identify triggers and gradually expose them to reduce anxiety.

Yorkie Poos can become attached to their owners.

•  Practice short departures, gradually increasing duration.

•  Provide comfort items like a blanket or a stuffed toy.

•  Use puzzle toys to keep them occupied.

•  Consider a calming aid or consult a veterinarian if symptoms persist.

Reactivity can be dangerous.

•  Work on impulse control using “leave it” and “stay.”

•  Practice controlled exposure to other dogs at a distance.

•  Reward calm behavior and slowly reduce distance over time.

Health and Grooming: A Complement to Training

A healthy dog is easier to train. Regular grooming and health checks support training progress.

•  Coat Care – Brush daily to prevent matting. Use a slicker brush for the Poodle portion of the coat.

•  Ear Cleaning – Clean ears twice a week to prevent infections.

•  Dental Hygiene – Brush teeth daily and provide dental chews.

•  Regular Vet Visits – Annual check �ups, vaccinations, and parasite prevention keep your Yorkie Poo healthy.

•  Nutrition – Feed high �quality dog food appropriate for size and age.



When your dog is physically comfortable, they’re more receptive to learning.

Using Positive Reinforcement: The Key to Success

Yorkie Poos respond best to encouragement rather than punishment. Positive reinforcement builds trust and

accelerates learning.

•  Reward desired behavior immediately.
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