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Introduction

When you hear the opening chords of “Who Can It Be Now?” you’re immediately transported to a moment of 

anticipation and curiosity. The song, with its infectious melody and memorable hook, has become a staple for fans 

of the band and a favorite for karaoke nights. But what makes this track so compelling? Is it the arrangement, the 

emotional depth, or the way the lyrics paint a vivid picture of longing and self �reflection? In this article, we’ll explore 

the history, meaning, and cultural impact of the song, while also providing a thorough analysis of its lyrics to who 

can it be now. Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer, you’ll find a fresh perspective on this classic track.

The Song’s Origins and Release

“Who Can It Be Now?” was released in 1981 as part of the album One Night Standby the iconic rock group The

Who. Though the band had already cemented their status with hits like “My Generation” and “Baba O’Riley,” this

song marked a return to a more raw, energetic sound after a period of experimentation. The track was written by

the band’s guitarist, Pete Townshend, and produced by the legendary engineer, Glyn Johns. It quickly climbed the

charts, reaching the top 20 in several countries and becoming one of the band’s most enduring songs.

Background and Inspiration

Townshend has often spoken about how the song was inspired by the feeling of being on the brink of a major life

change. “I wanted to capture that moment when you’re standing on the edge, looking out and wondering if

someone is coming or if you’re just alone,” he said. The lyrics reflect this emotional tension, with the narrator

questioning who might be arriving at their door and what that arrival could mean for their future.

Recording Process

The recording sessions for “Who Can It Be Now?” were intense. The band aimed to recreate the spontaneous

energy of their live performances in the studio. They recorded the track in just a few takes, allowing the raw emotion

to shine through. The result is a powerful blend of driving drums, soaring guitar riffs, and Townshend’s

unmistakable vocal delivery.

The Artist Behind the Song

While The Who is a collective, the creative force behind “Who Can It Be Now?” is Pete Townshend. Known for his

visionary songwriting and theatrical stage presence, Townshend has penned some of the most iconic rock anthems

of the 20th century. His songwriting style often incorporates complex narratives, social commentary, and an

exploration of personal identity.

Townshend’s Songwriting Style

Townshend’s approach to songwriting is deeply introspective yet universally relatable. He frequently uses metaphor

and vivid imagery to convey complex emotions. In “Who Can It Be Now?” this manifests in the way the narrator’s

internal dialogue is mirrored by the external uncertainty of a mysterious visitor.

Collaboration with the Band



The Who’s dynamic as a band is essential to the success of any track. Each member brings their own flair—Keith

Moon’s explosive drumming, Roger Daltrey’s powerful vocals, and John Entwistle’s inventive bass lines. Together,

they create a sound that is both cohesive and explosive, allowing the lyrical content to take center stage.

The Lyrics: A Deep Dive

Now let’s turn our attention to the lyrics to who can it be now. While we will not provide the full text due to

copyright restrictions, we’ll analyze key sections, themes, and the emotional resonance that makes the song

resonate with listeners worldwide.

Opening Verse: Setting the Scene

The opening lines immediately establish a sense of isolation and anticipation. The narrator stands alone, listening

for a knock that could signify change or a return to the familiar. The lyricist uses simple yet evocative imagery—“the

clock ticks, the silence grows” – to build tension.

Pre �Chorus: The Inner Conflict

In the pre �chorus, the narrator questions their own readiness to face whatever may come. Lines such as “I’ve been

waiting for a sign, but the world keeps moving on” capture the universal feeling of being left behind. The repetition

of the question “Who can it be?” underscores the uncertainty.

Chorus: The Emotional Climax

The chorus delivers a soaring, anthemic hook. It’s where the emotional stakes peak. The repeated refrain “Who can

it be now?” becomes a mantra, reflecting the narrator’s desperation to know whether they’re alone or if someone

will rescue them from the void.

Bridge: A Shift in Perspective

The bridge introduces a shift in perspective, suggesting that the answer might be closer than the narrator thinks.

The lyrics hint at an internal awakening, where the narrator realizes that the “who” they seek is actually themselves.

Conclusion of the Song: Acceptance

The final lines suggest acceptance and a newfound sense of agency. The narrator acknowledges that the mystery

may never be fully resolved, but they have grown through the experience. This resolution mirrors the thematic

journey of many listeners who have faced uncertainty in their own lives.

Key Themes and Motifs

•  Uncertainty – The repeated question of “who can it be” highlights the human tendency to seek clarity in 

ambiguous situations.

•  Self �Discovery – The realization that the answer may lie within encourages introspection.

•  Time and Change – The ticking clock motif underscores the relentless march of time.

Musical Composition and Production

The musical arrangement of “Who Can It Be Now?” is as compelling as its lyrical content. The track’s driving rhythm

section, layered guitars, and dynamic vocal performance create an immersive listening experience.

Rhythm Section

Keith
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