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Introduction

Mathematics is more than just numbers on a page; it’s a language that helps us describe the world around us. One 

of the most practical and widely used concepts in everyday life is the idea of percentages. Whether you’re 

calculating a discount at the grocery store, determining a salary increase, or tracking a company’s growth, 

percentages provide a clear and concise way to compare values. Among the various types of percentage problems, 

percentage increase and decrease word problemsstand out for their relevance and application. They challenge

students to read a narrative, extract data, and apply mathematical reasoning—all skills that are essential for

academic success and real �world decision making.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the fundamentals of percentages, the common pitfalls students face, and 

a step �by �step strategy for tackling both increase and decrease problems. We’ll also provide a carefully designed 

percentage increase and decrease word problems worksheetthat teachers, parents, and self �learners can use

to reinforce concepts and build confidence.

Why Percentage Increase & Decrease Word Problems Matter

Percentages are not merely a topic in a math textbook; they’re a tool that empowers individuals to make informed

choices. Understanding how to calculate a percentage increase or decrease is crucial for:

•  Budgeting and financial planning.

•  Analyzing business performance.

•  Interpreting scientific data.

•  Comparing academic test scores.

•  Evaluating health metrics.

By mastering these word problems, students develop critical thinking, logical reasoning, and the ability to translate

real �world situations into mathematical models. These skills are highly valued in higher education and the workplace.

Understanding Percentages: The Building Blocks

Basic Concepts

Before diving into word problems, it’s essential to grasp what a percentage truly represents. A percentage is a

fraction of 100. The symbol “%” indicates “per hundred.” For example, 25% means 25 out of every 100 units. This

simple idea allows us to convert any part of a whole into a standardized format.

Converting Between Percentages, Decimals, and Fractions

Math problems often require you to switch between representations:

1.  Percent to Decimal: Divide by 100. 40% !’ 0.40.

2.  Decimal to Percent: Multiply by 100. 0.15 !’ 15%.

3.  Percent to Fraction: Place over 100 and reduce. 30% !’ 30/100 !’ 3/10.



Mastering these conversions is foundational for solving increase and decrease problems accurately.

Types of Word Problems

Percentage Increase Problems

These problems ask you to determine how much a quantity grows relative to its original value. Typical scenarios

include price hikes, population growth, or sales revenue increases.

Percentage Decrease Problems

Conversely, decrease problems require you to calculate how much a quantity shrinks. Common examples involve

discounts, depreciation, or reductions in test scores.

Combined Increase & Decrease Scenarios

Some word problems involve both an increase and a subsequent decrease. These require careful sequencing to

avoid errors.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even seasoned students can fall into traps when solving percentage word problems. Here are the most frequent

errors:

•  Ignoring the base value: Always identify the original quantity before applying the percentage.

•  Misinterpreting the direction: A 20% increase adds to the base, while a 20% decrease subtracts.

•  Using the wrong formula: For increases, use New Value = Base × (1 + Percentage); for decreases, use New 

Value = Base × (1 – Percentage).

•  Forgetting to convert percentages: Remember to divide by 100 before plugging into formulas.

•  Overlooking rounding rules: Follow the context—financial problems may require cents, while scientific 

problems might need two decimal places.

Step �by �Step Guide to Solving Percentage Increase Word Problems

1.  Read the problem carefully. Highlight the base value and the percentage increase.

2.  Convert the percentage to a decimal. 15% !’ 0.15.

3.  Apply the increase formula. New Value = Base × (1 + Decimal).

4.  Calculate the result. Perform the multiplication.

5.  Check units. If the problem involves currency, ensure the answer is in dollars and cents.

6.  Verify with a quick sanity check. Does the new value make sense given the context?

Example: “A laptop’s price rose from $800 to $880. What was the percentage increase?”

Base = $800, Increase = $80. Percentage = (80 ÷ 800) × 100 = 10%.

Step �by �Step Guide to Solving Percentage Decrease Word Problems

1.  Identify the base value and the amount decreased.

2.  Convert the decrease to a decimal.

3.  Apply the decrease formula. New Value = Base × (1 – Decimal).

4.  Compute the result.

5.  Confirm the direction. The new value should be less than the base.

6.  Double �check rounding.



Example: “A student’s test score dropped from 85% to 70%. By what percentage did it decrease?”

Decrease = 85% – 70% = 15%. Percentage decrease = 15% of 85% = (15 ÷ 100) × 85 = 12.75%.

Sample Worksheet: Percentage Increase & Decrease Word Problems

Below is a thoughtfully curated percentage increase and decrease word problems worksheetdesigned to

reinforce concepts, build fluency, and challenge students at various proficiency levels. The worksheet includes ten

problems, ranging from straightforward calculations to multi �step scenarios.

1.  A bookstore sold 120 copies of a book last month. This month it sold 30% more. How many copies were sold 

this month?

2.  A car’s value depreciated by 18% in its first year. If the car was originally worth $25,000, what is its value 

after one year?

3.  A company’s quarterly revenue increased by 12% from $500,000 to $560,000. Verify the percentage 

increase.

4.  A student’s GPA decreased by 0.15 points due to a lower grade in one course. If the original GPA was 3.8, 

what is the new GPA?

5.  A bakery’s production increased by 25% to 500 loaves. What was the original production?

6.  A phone’s battery capacity decreased by 10% after a year. If the original capacity was 3000 mAh, what is the 

new capacity?

7.  A city’s population grew by 5% to 150,000 residents. What was the population before the growth?

8.  A product’s price was reduced by 20% from $60. What is the sale price?

9.  A school’s enrollment increased by 8% to 1,200 students. What was the enrollment before the increase?

10.  A savings account earned 3% interest on $10,000. How much interest was earned?

Answers:

1.  120 × 1.30 = 156 loaves.

2.  $25,000 × 0.82 = $20,500.

3.  ($560,000 – $500,000) ÷ $500,000 × 100 = 12%.

4.  3.8 – 0.15 = 3.65.

5.  500 ÷ 1.25 = 400 loaves.

6.  3000 × 0.90 = 2700 mAh.

7.  150,000 ÷ 1.05 = 142,857 ("H142,857).

8.  $60 × 0.80 = $48.

9.  1,200 ÷ 1.08 = 1,111.11 ("H1,111).

10.  $10,000 × 0.03 = $300.

Feel free to print this worksheet and use it as a practice tool or assessment.

Tips for Teachers and Parents

•  Use real �world data: Incorporate current events, sports statistics, or family budgets to make problems relatable.

•  Encourage verbal reasoning: Ask students to explain their steps aloud; this reveals misunderstandings.

•  Integrate technology: Use spreadsheets to calculate percentages automatically, then have students interpret 

the results.

•  Vary difficulty: Start with simple one �step problems, then progress to multi �step or word �heavy scenarios.

•  Provide visual aids: Graphs or pictographs can help students visualize percentage changes.

Printable Resources



To support learning, you can download additional worksheets, solution keys, and interactive quizzes from reputable

educational websites. Look for resources that:

•  Include step �by �step solutions.

•  Feature diverse contexts (finance, science, everyday life).

•  Offer both practice and assessment formats.

Encourage students to use these resources for self �study or group work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between a percentage increase and a percentage change?

A percentage increase refers specifically to a rise relative to the original value, while a percentage change can

denote either an increase or a decrease. The formula remains the same; the sign indicates direction.

How do I handle multiple percentage changes in a single problem?

Apply each change sequentially, using the new value as the base for the next calculation. Remember to convert

each percentage to a decimal before multiplying.

Can I use percentages to compare unrelated quantities?

Yes, as long as you convert each quantity to a common base (e.g., per 100 units), percentages allow you to

compare disparate values fairly.

Conclusion

Mastering percentage increase and decrease word problemsequips students with a versatile skill set that

extends
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