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The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows: An In-Depth Exploration

In a world saturated with buzzwords, clickbait headlines, and endless streams of content, it is refreshing to 

encounter a project that invites readers to pause, reflect, and expand their emotional vocabulary. The Dictionary of 

Obscure Sorrowsis not a conventional lexicon; it is a poetic, crowdsourced, and ever-evolving collection of

invented words that capture feelings we often struggle to articulate. This article will take you on a comprehensive

journey through the origins, philosophy, cultural impact, and practical uses of this unique linguistic treasure.

Whether you are a language enthusiast, a creative writer, or simply someone who loves the idea of naming the

unnameable, read on to discover why this dictionary has become a cultural phenomenon.

What Exactly Is The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows?

At its core, The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrowsis a curated list of neologisms—newly coined words—each

paired with a definition that encapsulates a specific, often subtle emotion or experience. The entries are crafted by

a single author, John Koenig, who combines linguistic curiosity with a deep empathy for human feelings. Unlike

traditional dictionaries that focus on established words, Koenig’s work delves into the gaps left by everyday

language, offering precise terms for emotions that are frequently overlooked or misunderstood.

Each entry follows a consistent format: the word, its part of speech, a concise definition, and a brief explanation or 

anecdote that illustrates the concept. For example, the term saudade—a Portuguese word that has no direct

English translation—captures a longing for something that may or may not exist. Koenig’s entries echo this spirit by

giving voice to the nuanced corners of the human psyche.

Origins and the Creator: John Koenig

John Koenig is a former advertising executive turned linguist and writer. Born in 1973, Koenig spent years crafting

copy that sold products and ideas. However, he found himself increasingly frustrated by the limitations of language

when trying to describe complex emotions and experiences. In 2015, he began a personal project: a blog where he

would invent new words to fill these linguistic voids.

What started as a hobby quickly gained traction. By 2018, Koenig’s blog had amassed a dedicated readership, and

the project evolved into a full-fledged dictionary. Koenig’s background in advertising—where the power of a single

word can change perception—shaped his approach to crafting entries that are both evocative and accessible. He

emphasizes that his words are not meant to replace existing language but to complement it, providing tools for

deeper self-expression.

The Creative Process Behind Each Entry

Koenig’s method is meticulous. He begins with a personal experience or observation that evokes a particular

feeling. He then researches existing words, idioms, and cultural references to ensure the new term does not

overlap with established vocabulary. The word itself is often a blend of phonetic elements that hint at its meaning,

making it memorable and intuitive. Once the word is finalized, Koenig writes a definition that is both precise and

poetic, followed by an anecdote that grounds the term in real-life context.



For instance, the word palimpsest—originally a manuscript that has been erased and reused—has inspired entries 

like palimpsestic, describing the layered emotions that accumulate over time. Koenig’s approach demonstrates a

blend of linguistic scholarship and creative storytelling.

The Philosophy and Purpose Behind the Dictionary

At its heart, The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrowsis an exercise in empathy. By naming feelings that are often left

unnamed, Koenig encourages readers to acknowledge and validate their emotional experiences. The dictionary

serves several key purposes:

•  Expanding Emotional Vocabulary: It provides precise terms for feelings that are difficult to articulate, allowing 

people to communicate more accurately and authentically.

•  Encouraging Mindfulness: By reflecting on the nuances of emotions, readers are prompted to engage in 

deeper self-awareness.

•  Fostering Connection: When people share these newly coined terms, they create a shared language that 

bridges personal and collective experiences.

•  Celebrating Language Evolution: The dictionary showcases how language is alive, constantly adapting to 

human needs and cultural shifts.

Koenig’s work aligns with the broader movement of micro-linguistics, where individuals create new words to

describe niche experiences. The dictionary has become a touchstone for this trend, inspiring countless artists,

writers, and thinkers.

Notable Entries: A Glimpse Into the Dictionary’s Depth

Below are ten of the most celebrated entries from The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows, each illustrating the

richness of Koenig’s linguistic craft. These examples showcase the range of emotions covered—from melancholy to

wonder—and highlight why the dictionary resonates with so many.

1. Saudade (noun)

Definition: A deep emotional state of nostalgic longing for someone or something that is absent. It can be

bittersweet, encompassing both sadness and gratitude.

Explanation: Though originally a Portuguese word, Koenig’s inclusion of saudadeunderscores the universal need

for a term that captures longing intertwined with appreciation.

2. Gigil (noun)

Definition: The irresistible urge to pinch or squeeze something that is cute or endearing.

Explanation: This Tagalog term reflects a universal, almost primal, response to cuteness—a feeling that many can

relate to, yet lacks a concise English label.

3. Opia (noun)

Definition: The ambiguous, bittersweet feeling when you look at someone you love in a crowd, but they do not

notice you.

Explanation: Koenig captures the quiet, unspoken longing that surfaces in crowded spaces—a feeling that can be

both tender and painful.

4. Vellichor (noun)



Definition: The strange wistfulness of a used bookstore.

Explanation: This word evokes the nostalgic atmosphere of a shop full of stories, resonating with anyone who has

ever felt the pull of old pages.

5. Monachopsis (noun)

Definition: The subtle feeling of being out of place, of not belonging, even when you are in a familiar setting.

Explanation: This term reflects the quiet melancholy that can accompany everyday life, reminding readers that

everyone experiences a sense of displacement at times.

6. Jouska (noun)

Definition: An imaginary conversation you have with yourself about how a particular person might feel or react.

Explanation: The word captures the mental rehearsal that many people engage in, especially when navigating

social interactions.

7. Glimmer (noun)

Definition: A faint, hopeful feeling that something good will happen.

Explanation: This entry embodies the subtle optimism that can lift spirits during uncertain moments.

8. Hiraeth (noun)

Definition: A homesickness for a place you have never been, or a longing for something you have lost.

Explanation: This Welsh word speaks to the deep yearning for a sense of belonging that transcends geography.

9. Desideratum (noun)

Definition: A desire or need that is essential but often overlooked.

Explanation: Koenig uses this entry to remind readers of the small, often unacknowledged, desires that shape daily

life.

10. Quire (noun)

Definition: A small, often unrecognized, group of people who share a deep passion.

Explanation: The term underscores the power of community, even when it is not immediately visible.

These entries illustrate the dictionary’s ability to capture the nuanced spectrum of human experience, making it a

valuable resource for anyone seeking deeper emotional literacy.

Impact on Culture and Language

Since its inception, The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrowshas left a lasting imprint on both popular culture and

academic circles. Its influence can be seen in the following areas:

•  Art and Music: Musicians, poets, and visual artists have incorporated Koenig’s words into song lyrics, poems, 

and artwork, giving new life to these terms.

•  Social Media: Platforms like Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok feature countless posts that tag or reference 

dictionary entries, turning them into memes and shared experiences.

•  Therapeutic Practices: Therapists and counselors use the dictionary as a tool to help clients articulate 

complex emotions, fostering greater self-awareness.



•  Academic Research: Linguists and psychologists study the dictionary’s entries to explore how language 

evolves to meet emotional needs.

•  Product Naming: Brands have adopted obscure sorrow terms for product lines, creating a unique marketing 

edge that resonates with emotionally intelligent consumers.

Through these avenues, the dictionary has become more than a collection of words; it has become a cultural

movement that celebrates the intricacies of human feeling.

How to Use the Dictionary in Everyday Life

While the dictionary is a fascinating resource for literary and linguistic enthusiasts, it also offers practical benefits

for everyday communication. Below are some ways to incorporate these terms into your daily routine:

1.  Journaling: Write down moments when you experience a particular emotion, and try to label it with a 

dictionary entry. This practice enhances self-reflection and emotional clarity.

2.  Conversations: When discussing feelings with friends or family, use the precise terms to convey your 

experience more accurately.

3.  Creative Writing: Incorporate obscure sorrow words into stories, poems, or scripts to add depth and 

authenticity.

4.  Social Media Posts: Share a dictionary entry that resonates with you, and encourage your followers to 

explore the concept.

5.  Therapy Sessions: Use the dictionary as a vocabulary tool to articulate complex emotions during counseling.

By integrating these words into your language, you not only enrich your own emotional understanding but also

invite others to engage in a more nuanced dialogue.

Digital Presence: Website, App, and Social Media

The dictionary’s online ecosystem is a testament to its modern relevance. Here’s a look at its digital footprint:

Website

Koenig’s official website hosts the full dictionary, organized alphabetically and thematically. Each
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