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Ultimate Guide to SAT Grammar

Preparing for the SAT can feel like a marathon, but mastering the grammar section is a race you can win with the
right strategy. This ultimate guide to SAT grammarwill walk you through every element of the test—from the
types of questions you'll encounter to the best study habits that turn practice into confidence. Whether you're a
high school senior or a transfer student polishing your skills, this comprehensive resource will give you the tools you
need to score high on the writing and language portion of the SAT.

Why Grammar Matters on the SAT

The SAT Writing and Language section is designed to assess how well you can read a passage, identify errors,
and improve the overall clarity of a text. Because the exam is scored on a scale of 0—40, a strong performance can
boost your overall SAT score by up to 10 points. Moreover, many colleges use the Writing score as a part of their
admissions criteria. Understanding the grammar rules that the SAT tests, and knowing how to apply them quickly,
can therefore make a significant difference in your college application.

Structure of the SAT Writing & Language Section

The section is divided into two main parts: Passage 1 and Passage 2. Each passage is followed by a series of
questions that target specific grammar and usage concepts. The test lasts 35 minutes and consists of 44
multiple choice questions.

e Passage 1 — 22 questions
e Passage 2 — 22 questions

Questions are grouped by category: Sentence Structure, Rhetorical Skills, and Vocabulary in Context. Each

question presents a short excerpt from the passage and asks you to choose the best revision or answer a
comprehension question.

Core Grammar Topics Covered on the SAT

The SAT focuses on a core set of grammar rules that are essential for clear, effective writing. Below are the
categories you'll encounter:

1. Sentence Structure

¢ Subject—verb agreement — ensuring singular subjects pair with singular verbs and plural subjects with plural
verbs.

¢ Pronoun antecedent agreement — matching pronouns to the correct antecedents in number and gender.

e Parallelism — keeping lists and comparisons in the same grammatical form.

* Modifiers — placing descriptive words close to the noun they modify to avoid ambiguity.

« Verb tense consistency — maintaining the same tense throughout a sentence or paragraph.

2. Rhetorical Skills

e Clarity and conciseness — eliminating unnecessary words or phrases.



Logical flow — ensuring sentences and ideas connect smoothly.

* Word choice — selecting words that convey the intended meaning accurately.

e Active vs. passive voice — using active voice for stronger, clearer statements.

e Sentence variety — mixing simple, compound, and complex sentences to improve readability.

3.Vocabulary in Context
e Understanding word meaning from context clues.

¢ ldentifying synonyms and antonyms that fit the sentence.
¢ Recognizing idiomatic expressions and figurative language.

Common SAT Grammar Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Many test takers fall into the same pitfalls. Recognizing these common errors can help you spot them quickly during
the exam.

e Subject—verb agreement errors — especially with collective nouns or phrases that separate the subject from
the verb.

e Pronoun confusion — using “who” vs. “whom,” or mixing singular and plural pronouns.

* Misplaced modifiers — leading to jokes or misunderstandings.

¢ Using the wrong form of a word (e.g., “affect” vs. “effect”).

* Overusing passive voice or failing to capitalize proper nouns.

¢ Ignoring comma usage in compound sentences, introductory phrases, and appositives.

Step by Step Strategy for Tackling SAT Grammar Questions

Approaching each question methodically saves time and reduces errors. Here’s a proven strategy you can apply to
every question:

1. Read the entire passage — Understand the context before diving into the question. This helps you avoid
misinterpreting a sentence’s meaning.

2. ldentify the question type — Is it a sentence correction, a rhetorical choice, or a vocabulary question?
Knowing the category informs your focus.

3. Read the answer choices carefully — Highlight the differences between options. Look for subtle grammatical
changes.

4. Eliminate clearly wrong choices — Use process of elimination to narrow down to 2—3 options.

5. Check for grammatical rules — Apply the relevant rule (agreement, parallelism, modifier placement, etc.).

6. Consider the overall passage — Does the choice fit the tone, style, and flow of the passage?

7. Make a confident decision — Once you're certain, choose the answer and move on.

Practice Tips to Strengthen Your SAT Grammar Skills

Consistent, targeted practice is the key to improvement. Use the following methods to keep your grammar sharp:

1. Use Official SAT Practice Tests

Practice with real SAT questions from the College Board. They mirror the difficulty and style of the actual test. After
each practice test, review every answer you got wrong and understand why the correct choice is correct.

2. Build a Grammar Reference Sheet

Summarize the most common rules and pitfalls on a cheat sheet. Keep it concise: one rule per line, a quick
example, and a note on what to watch for on the test.



3. Read Widely and Critically

Read high quality journalism, literature, and essays. Pay attention to sentence structure, punctuation, and word
choice. When you spot a mistake, pause and think about why it's wrong.

4. Practice with Flashcards

Create flashcards for tricky grammar rules and vocabulary. Use spaced repetition to reinforce memory.

5. Write and Edit Short Paragraphs

Write a paragraph on a familiar topic, then edit it for clarity, conciseness, and correct grammar. This hands on
approach reinforces rule application.

Sample SAT Grammar Questions and Solutions

Below are a few representative questions. Try answering them before reading the explanation to gauge your current
skill level.

Question 1 — Subject—Verb Agreement

Original sentence: “The committee of researchers, who have been working on the project for several months, will
present their findings at the conference.”

Which of the following is the best revision?

¢ A.“The committee of researchers, who has been working on the project for several months, will present their
findings at the conference.”

¢ B.“The committee of researchers, who have been working on the project for several months, will present the
findings at the conference.”

¢ C."“The committee of researchers, who have been working on the project for several months, will present their
findings at the conference.”

¢ D.“The committee of researchers, who has been working on the project for several months, will present the
findings at the conference.”

Answer: C

Explanation: The subject of the clause “who have been working” is “researchers,” a plural noun. Therefore, the verb
must be plural: “have.” The rest of the sentence is already correct. Option C preserves the plural subject verb
agreement and keeps the possessive pronoun “their” consistent with the plural subject.

Question 2 — Pronoun Antecedent Agreement

Original sentence: “Each of the students should bring a notebook, and if they forget, the teacher will confiscate the
missing one.”

Which choice correctly fixes the pronoun usage?

* A.“Each of the students should bring a notebook, and if he forgets, the teacher will confiscate the missing
one’”

¢ B.“Each of the students should bring a notebook, and if they forget, the teacher will confiscate the missing
notebooks.”

¢ C."“Each of the students should bring a notebook, and if she forgets, the teacher will confiscate the missing
one’”

« D.“Each of the students should bring a notebook, and if they forget, the teacher will confiscate the missing
notebook.”



Answer: D

Explanation: The pronoun “they” refers to the plural subject “students.” However, the action described (“confiscate
the missing one”) is singular. The correct pronoun to match the singular missing item is “one.” Option D resolves the
mismatch.

Question 3 — Rhetorical Skill (Clarity)
Original sentence: “The new policy, which was announced by the school board last month, will be implemented in
the upcoming academic year.”

Which revision improves clarity and conciseness?

¢ A.“Last month, the school board announced the new policy, which will be implemented next academic year.”
e B.“The new policy will be implemented next academic year, as announced by the school board last month.”
C. “The school board announced the new policy last month; it will be implemented next academic year.”

¢ D.“The new policy, announced by the school board last month, will be implemented next academic year.”

Answer: D

Explanation: Option D retains the essential information while eliminating redundancy (“will be implemented next
academic year” is clear without the phrase “in the upcoming academic year”). The sentence is concise, maintains
the original meaning, and improves flow.

Essential Grammar Rules to Master

Below is a quick reference to the most frequently tested rules. Keep this list handy during practice and before the
test.

1. Singular vs. Plural

e Use “is” with singular nouns and “are” with plural nouns.
e Collective nouns (e.g., “team,” "
is acting as a unit or as individuals.

committee”) can take singular or plural verbs depending on whether the group

2. Pronoun Antecedent Agreement
¢ Pronouns must agree in number and gender with their antecedents.
¢ When the antecedent is ambiguous, rewrite the sentence for clarity.
3. Parallel Structure

« In lists or comparisons, keep the grammatical form consistent (e.g., “running,” “swimming,” “dancing”).
e Mixing forms (“running,” “to swim,” “dancing”) creates confusion.

4. Modifiers

¢ Place modifiers near the word they describe.

* A misplaced modifier can change the meaning entirely.
5. Commas

¢ Use commas to separate items in a series.

¢ Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in compound sentences.
¢ Use commas to set off introductory phrases or clauses.

e Use commas with non restrictive appositives.

6. Active vs. Passive Voice
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